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SUBJECT: VISITS TO US, EUROPE, AND AUSTRALIA OF THAI REPRE- 
SENTATIVES TO EXPLAIN MILITARY TAKEOVER TO THAI 
STUDENTS 

SUMMARY: U.S. EMBASSY AND SEVERAL OTHER DIPLOMATIC 
MISSIONS IN BANGKOK HAVE LEARNED IN LAST FEW DAYS OF 
EVIDENT RTG INTENTION TO SEND CABINET MISSIONS TO THE 
U.S., EUROPE, AND AUSTRALIA TO EXPLAIN BACKGROUND OF 
RECENT MILITARY TAKEOVER. DECISION TO SEND MISSION TO 
U.S. HAS BEEN POSTPONED BY THAI CABINET, BUT BRITISH 
EMBASSY HAS ISSUED VISA TO DUSIT SIRIWAN, MINISTER IN 
OFFICE OF PRIME MINISTER, AND AUSTRALIANS UNDERSTAND THAT 
MISSION TO AUSTRALIA IS UNDER CONSIDERATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THIS EMBASSY AND SEVERAL OTHER MISSIONS IN BANGKOK 
HAVE LEARNED IN LAST FEW DAYS OF RTG INTENTION TO SEND 
CABINET MISSIONS TO U.S., EUROPE, AND AUSTRALIA TO 
EXPLAIN BACKGROUND OF RECENT MILITARY TAKE- 
OVER. THAI STUDENT COMMUNITIES IN U.S., U.K., 

FRANCE, AND AUSTRALIA ARE TO BE PARTICULAR TARGETS 
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2. AMBASSADOR HAD CONVERSATION WITH MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR SAMAK SUNTHORAWET ON NOV 2, DURING WHICH 
SAMAK SAID HE PLANNED TO LEAVE NOV 3 FOR LOS 
ANGELES TO "EXPLAIN WHAT HAD HAPPENED" TO THE THAI 
COMMUNITY THERE. SAMAK FELT THE THAI COMMUNITY HAD 
MISUNDERSTOOD THE RECENT CHANGE IN GOVERNMENT, AND 
THERE WAS EVEN TALK OF ESTABLISHING A "GOVERNMENT 
IN EXILE”. EMBASSY HAS SINCE LEARNED THAT SAMAK 
DECIDED AGAINST LEAVING AT THIS TIME. CONSIDER- 
ATION WAS BRIEFLY GIVEN TO HAVING DEPUTY MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR KHANUNG LUCHAI VISIT THE U.S. IN PLACE OF 
SAMAK. HOWEVER, ON NOV 4 KHANUNG LUCHAI'S OFFICE 
INFORMED THE EMBASSY THAT THE THAI CABINET HAD 
DECIDED TO POSTPONE THE VISIT TO THE U.S. FOR THE 
PRESENT. WE ASKED TO BE INFORMED WHENEVER SUCH A 
VISIT WOULD BE DECIDED ON, SO THAT APPOINTMENTS AND 
OTHER ARRANGEMENTS IN THE U.S. COULD BE FACILITATED. 

3. BRITISH EMBASSY TELLS US IT ISSUED VISITOR'S VISAS 
NOV 3 TO DUSIT SIRIWAN, MINISTER IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE PRIME MINISTER, KRIRK KRAI JIRAPAET (STAFF 
MEMBER OF PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE), AND VILAS 
MANIWAT (PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER WITH SIAM 
CEMENT CO. WHO ONCE WORKED FOR BBC IN LONDON). 

MFA NOTE ON DUSIT PARTY SIMPLY STATED THAT FORTH- 
COMING VISIT TO U.K. IS ON OFFICIAL BUSINESS. AND 
BRITISH EMBASSY HAS NOT RPT NOT YET BEEN REQUESTED 
TO ARRANGE ANY APPOINTMENTS. BRITISH EMBASSY UNDER- 
STANDS THAT DUSIT GROUP WILL ALSO VISIT FRANCE. 

DUSIT GROUP IS SCHEDULED TO LEAVE BANGKOK FOR LONDON 
ON NOV 10. 

4. AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY TELLS US THEY HAVE HEARD OF 
VISITS BY SEVERAL THAI GOVERNMENT GROUPS TO EXPLAIN 
EVENTS TO THAI STUDENT COMMUNITIES ABROAD, INCLUDING 
GROUP TO GO TO AUSTRALIA. HOWEVER, AUSTRALIANS 
HAVE NOT YET HEARD WHO WILL HEAD GROUP TRAVELLING 
THERE OR WHEN IT WILL LEAVE. 
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